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 Did you get your cheque? 
 

I did my leaving Cert in 1978 and got my 
best result in Economics. We were 
guaranteed a question on the Budget, 25% 
of the marks were for this question. Our 
teacher suggested that we get a copy of the 
Irish Times as they published the whole text 
of the Budget. The previous year in the 
General Election the FF Manifesto 
promised: the removal of Domestic Rates, 
Car-Tax, a first-time buyer’s grant of a 
thousand pounds and many more treats! 
And the electorate followed like sheep!  
 
We cut off the money that was usually spent on 
Water and Refuse collection. And both suffered 
long-term. Thus the Water system fell into dis-
repair. It needed an injection of funds, so we had 
the whole Water Rates issue. And the politicians 
saw the writing on the wall and moved away from 
the issue again. I got my Water Cheque back 
recently. I wonder how the Water infrastructure 
will fair. 
 
Unfortunately Democracy requires popularity! 
The poor politicians follow the votes or they lose 
their jobs.  To avoid total anarchy we have a 
Constitution, which has basic rights which the 
Politicians must respect. These are rights which 
are intrinsic to our society and who we are. In 
theology we call this Natural Law.  
 
The right to life is the first of all rights, all others 
pale by comparison. If you’re not alive you have 
no rights. The 8th Referendum gives the child in 
the womb equal rights to the Mother. Some say 
it’s a woman’s right to choose, to which I say 
what if it’s a female in the womb, what would 
she choose? Note that often we hear people talk 
about the Foetus which de-humanises the child 
in the womb. Breda O Brien in the Irish Times last 
Sat mentioned that ‘you never hear someone ask 
a pregnant woman ‘How is your Foetus?’ We ask 
about her Baby! We’re heading into dangerous 
waters. 
 
Fr Philip Adm 
(Pro both: before and after 12 weeks) 
 

 
  

 

                                     
  

       

                                                                       

Christmas and New Year Arrangements 

for Adoration Adoration will end at 8pm on 

Tuesday 19th  December. Adoration for 2018 

will start after 10am Mass on Monday 8th 

January, 2018 with Benediction.       

 

Christmas Eve 
First Mass of Christmas 6.30pm & 

Night Mass 9pm (Carols at 8.30pm) 
Christmas Day Mass Times  

10am Family Mass & 11.30am Mass 
& Congregational Singing  

Tuesday 26th ‘til Sat 30th Dec., 
Morning Mass 11am 

Sat. 30th Dec., Vigil 6pm   
Sun. 31st – 10am & 11.30am 

Monday 1st Jan., 2018 
(Holiday)  - Mass at 11am 

Tuesday 2nd Jan., - morning Mass 
returning to usual 10am.   

 
Re-Claim of TAX 

We are in the process of reclaiming Tax on 

donations made by Parishioners during 

2016.  This re-claim is a vital part of our 

parish finances.  Many of you will have 

received the form which need to be signed 

and returned in the pre-paid envelope 

enclosed.   It would be grateful if these 

forms could be return as soon as possible 

so that we can complete the process.  

Thank you for your co-operation 

 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Society  
"The local Conference thank most 
sincerely all those who so generously 
contributed to the Special Indoor 
Collection recently.  The amount raised 
€12,600 is a truly magnificent response 
to our appeal.  
We are truly 
humbled by 
your ongoing 
great generosity and assure you that the 
funds will be put to very good use in 
helping those less fortunate than 
ourselves.  
Huge thanks to all of the children, & of 
course their parents & families, for 
the very generous gift of toys (Toy 
Appeal) that are destined for families 
who would otherwise have a bleak 
Christmas & they are very much 
appreciated.  
Finally, we wish 
all parishioners 
of    St Joseph's, 
Terenure a Very 
Happy, Holy and 
Peaceful 
Christmas." 

 

CAROL SINGING 

A big THANKS to everyone who 
volunteered their time last Sat to Carol 
Sing in Lidl  & 
especially to 
everyone who 
supported us with their generous 
donations.  A total of €505 was raised in 
support of The Morning Star Hostel for 
the homeless which is run on a 
voluntary basis.  A special thanks to Lidl 
for facilitating this event again.   
 Well done everyone." 
                       

 Light the Third Purple Candle 

4th Sunday of Advent       

This Candle represents  
‘LOVE’ 

 
 

ADVENT  REFLECTION 
Christmas weeks can be like empty tinsel; 

singing the songs of Christmas and 
forgetting the birth, or playing Santa and 

pretending love; or being so busy that you 
wish it was already over. 

But it need not be like this. 
Allow times these days for prayer, for 

moments taken in a busy day, like stopping 
in the heavy traffic and just remembering 

that Jesus is near. 
Take time for friendship, for love for care, for 
those activities that grow our friendship and 

love with the people who mean a lot. 
Take time these days for the poor for 

ensuring that someone’s Christmas will be 
better because of your generosity. 

Then the songs will be full and gifts will be 
reminder of love, and Santa, the friend of 

children, will be like the Christ-child. 
Then love for God and others will come to 

birth at Christmas.       
Donal Neary SJ  

The Annual Diocesan Mass for Peace will 
be celebrated this year at the Church of the 

Sacred Heart Donnybrook at 11 am. 
on January 1st. The main Celebrant will be 
Archbishop Diarmuid Martin. The Theme of 
this year’s Mass is ‘Migrants and Refugees; 
Men and Women in Search of Peace.’ All 

are welcome to attend. 

We thank those of you who have already 
returned your Christmas Dues. Dues 

envelopes may be placed in the collection 
bags at Mass, given to one of the priests or 
handed into the Sacristy or the Parish Office.          

Last weekend’s collections                                                       
First collection (Common Fund)  

amounted to €1,659.01 and the 2nd 
collection for  SHARE  amounted to 

€1,202.96    Thank you 
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