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Masses:Mon.,Tue.,Thur.,Fri.,:10am,Sunday:vigil 6pm &10.00am and 11.30am Confession: By appointment 5.30-6pm on Saturday in Adoration Room 

  
P.M. R.C? 

 

Like many people during the last week, I 
was surprised to hear that Boris Johnston 
had been married in a Roman Catholic 
Ceremony. It’s his third Wedding! Many 
questions immediately came to mind. How 
could this be allowed? Who prepared the 
Couple? Since when was Boris Catholic? 
Did he have a conversion experience since 
his history of Marriage is poor, to say the 
least?  
 

My first response to anyone who asked me 
about it, is to say, ‘It’s complicated’!! 
My next thought was ‘is a British Prime 
Minister allowed to be or become Catholic?’ 
Surely Tony Blair waited till he left Office, to 
become Catholic.  
So, I Googled it. Now that certainly is 
complicated, and I got an English history 
lesson on the way.  
 

The two issues for me are: Is Boris 
Catholic? How can he validly marry in a 
Catholic Ceremony, when it’s third time 
round?  
Some commentators say that once your 
Baptised you can’t be unbaptised. We were 
taught in seminary that a person could 
‘defect from the faith’, but it was a serious 
matter and doesn’t happen on a whim. Often 
Irish College students working for a summer 
in Germany say they’re not Catholic so that 
the German Government doesn’t withhold 
German church taxes (another History 
lesson is needed here). This is NOT 
regarded as ‘formal defection of the faith’.  
 

But it seems that Boris was Confirmed in the 
Anglican Church as a teenager. I’d suggest 
he might have been a bit young, so the jury 
is out on his ‘defection’.  
 

Back to his Catholic Wedding: if you take it 
that he is a Catholic and he didn’t get a 
                  

dispensation to marry a Christian of another 
denomination, or a non-baptised person, 
then these previous weddings are not 
recognised. In the Irish Pre-nuptial Enquiry 
form (used for all Catholic Weddings in the 
32 counties) there is a question about either 
party having a responsibility to a previous 
Marriage partner (Church or Civil) or 
Children. Boris would have answered “Yes, 
Twice”. A priest preparing the Couple, I’d be 
required to check was there a previously 
recognisable Catholic Wedding and or 
responsibilities from it or any 
wedding/children.  
 

The next part of the preparation would 
certainly have been to inform/educate both 
parties of the Catholic understanding of 
Marriage, and the constitutive parts of 
Matrimonial consent: Freedom, Faithful, 
Openness to Children and Lifelong.  It might 
have been fun, and both (Catholic) parties 
would have signed the Form agreeing to this 
understanding.  
 

Fr Philip Adm (Glad I wasn’t their priest) 
 

*NO Mass in St. Joseph’s Church   
Monday 7th June  (Bank Holiday) 
 
Mass in St. Joseph’s Church Terenure - 

Live Mass is available through the Website 

under the heading LIVE MASS.  Mass times 

are as follows, Mon., Tue., Thur., & Fri., at 

10am, vigil 6pm &  Sunday 10.00 & 11.30am                                                 

Live Mass is can be viewed on 

https://www.stjosephsterenure.com/live-

mass/ or 

https://www.churchservices.tv/terenure  

 

Confession can be arranged by 
appointment only usually 5.30pm – 6pm 
on a Saturday evening.  Please contact 
the Fr. Philip/Parish Office.  
 

The Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ (Corpus Christi) 

It was Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948) 
who said ‘there are people in the world 
so hungry, that God cannot appear to 
them except in the form of bread.’  We 
pray in the Lord’s Prayer: ‘Give us this 
day our daily bread.’  This reminds us 
that God provides us with the bread of 
mercy, forgiveness, and presence to 
nourish us so that we can spiritually live.  

 
The Sacred Heart Novena 2021 

This Novena is for the nine days leading 
to the Feast of the Sacred Heart.  It 
begins on Thursday 3rd June to Friday 
11th June.   
 
The Pope’s Monthly Intentions 
Evangelisation:- The beauty of marriage. 
Let us pray for young people who are 
preparing for marriage with the support 
of a Christian community: may they 
grow in love, with generosity, 
faithfulness and patience.  
 

St.Coulmba521-597(Columcille) 
9th June 

This year is the 1500th anniversary of 
Columba’s birth in Donegal.  He is one 
of Ireland’s pilgrim-missionaries who 
went to Scotland and Northern England.  
He founded the monastery in Iona.   It is 
an active inter-faith centre prayer and 
worship today.  Columba is unique in 
that he never left a written rule.  The 
hymn of Morning Prayer on Thursdays, 
‘Alone with none but thee my God’ is 
attributed to Columba.  The hymn shows 
that every relationship with God is 
special. 
 

 
Parents and Guardians of 6th Class 

pupils in the Parish 

 As mentioned in previous correspondence 

Archbishop Farrell has requested that each 

parish would register families preparing for 

the Sacrament of Confirmation. Please see 

below the link for you to register your Child. 

As you know our parish gatherings remain 

still severely restricted by Government we 

and all our parishes and schools await the 

guidance of the Archdiocese regarding how 

and when it will be appropriate to proceed 

and plan.  Many thanks for your cooperation 

and we continue to look forward to 

celebrating with you and your child when 

circumstances allow us to do so safely and 

prayerfully. 

Link for Boys  & and Stratford National 

School is   

 https://forms.gle/JnVksKGU2GPcLthg8 

Link for Girls School is   

 https://forms.gle/jYYxH1NnEPaxGMgt9 

Only 50% of candidates have registered so 

far.    Fr Philip  

The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus –                  
11th June                                              

World Day of Prayer for Priests 

The Feast of the Sacred Heart resonates 
with many people.  Four prayers from the 
Litany of the Sacred Heart unfold for us the 
centrality of Christ in our lives: 
 

Heart of Jesus: full of goodness and love. 
Heart of Jesus: in whom dwells the fullness 
of God.  Heart of Jesus: generous to al who 
turn to you.  Heart of Jesus: patient and full 
of mercy. 
 

The Litany has 33 invocations and is in 
official use in the Church since 1899.  
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